
 

 

 

July 20, 2016 

Ref No: EJA/SBV/CM/060/16 

 

Subject:  Car washing tips to Conserve Water 

Dear Valued Residents, 

There are many steps you can take to use less water and to be even more environmentally conscious when 

you wash your car. If you go about it the right way, you can wash your own car using less than four buckets 
of water. In this regard, below are the tips you may consider: 
 

Tips on how to wash your car using less water: 
 

1. Park your car under the shade. This prevents excess water evaporating off and the exterior from 

becoming hot. Ideally the spot should be close to a water source so you don't have to carry water very 

far and if you are parked on the lawn, even better as the water runoff will water the lawn. 

 

2. Fill your first bucket with water. Using the small container, (such as an ice cream container - see 

"things you'll need"), fill that container from the bucket and soak your sponge. Don't add any detergent 

at this stage. 

• Wet and lightly wipe the surface of the car from the top down with the soap free sponge. What you 

are doing is removing the easily removed dust, but any stuck on dirt such as bird or insect droppings 

are being soaked for easier removal at the next stage. Rub each stubborn spot gently with the sponge 

as you see them. 

 

3. Fill the remains of bucket one into a water can and rinse the car off. This would have used your 

first bucket load of water and your car is half clean. 

 

4. Fill your second bucket and using your ice cream container again, add a small amount of 

detergent in the smaller container. Preferably a bio-degradable, or environmentally friendly type as 

it won't harm the lawn. 



 

 

• The big catch is most people actually use too much soap washing their car, so more water is needed 

to wash the soap off. You just need to add enough so the water feels soapy which is 1 or 2 teaspoons 

worth. 

 

5. Use the soapy water and sponge to wipe down the car again from the top down with the 

detergent. The aim is not actually to scrub the car at this stage, but you are giving it a coating with 

detergent that will break down the more stubborn spots. Fill your ice cream container again from your 

second bucket of water and start washing the car as normal. You wouldn't need to add more detergent. 

 

6. Continue using the remainder of bucket two and now you can apply a little more attention 

to your cleaning and do the entire car top to bottom. If you are being more careful, you can use 

only half of bucket two on the detergent stage. 

 

 

7. Rinse sponge in the remains of bucket two and put the sponge aside. Pour this grey water 

(and/or the additional half bucket) into a watering can and rinsing the car off lightly. 

• This has now used 2 or 2.5 buckets depending on you careful you were. The car is now virtually 

finished as most the detergent and grime has rinsed off. 

 

8. Using the clean sponge quickly inspect the car and wipe down any remaining spots and any 

soapy trails. This makes the final rinse the most effective as these last wipe-downs will wash away all 

the final soap residue that the final rinse may miss. 

 

9. Fill the final bucket load into the watering can and finish the rinse from the top down. If you 

wish to rinse the sponge, use it in the first ice cream container worth of bucket 3 rinse water and rinse 

the car wheel-hubs with this. 

10. Wipe the car down and wax polish if desired. Your car is now cleaned using only 3 or 3.5 buckets. 

Every Drop Counts! Please Save Water…. 

 

Sincerely, 

Saadiyat Community Management Office 


